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Q After working for labour welfare for decades, 
you have now entered the field of education. 

What do you see as your challenges as Chancellor of 
Gujarat Vidyapith. 

A In today’s culture, everyone wants progress. 
Our challenge as a society and as a university is 

how to progress, develop and reach the top 
together. It is not progress if one person benefits at 
the cost of another!

Q Gujarat Vidyapith offers a blend of mainstream 
education and Gandhiji’s ideas. How do you see 

the university withstanding competition from self-
financed institutions, and its relevance to young 
people today? 

A Gujarat Vidyapith cannot be compared with 
other educational institutions. Its courses are 

invariably linked with service. For example, this year 
Sadara Rural Centre’s students were taught how to 
build community toilets. Vidypith’s education is 
special in that it encourages hands-on learning and 
training for real problems in the service of others. 
This is crucial for our youth today. 

Q Leading universities of the world observe some 
traditions for decades or even centuries, 

thereby preserving hundreds of years of evolution of 
ideas. Gujarat Vidyapith too has some such 
traditions — spinning the Retia, Gandhi topi and 
others. Do you wish to continue these traditions at 
the university? 

A These traditions are all central and relevant to 
the Vidyapith’s ways of learning and teaching. 

By cleaning their dorm, for example, students not 
only strengthen their values, they also begin to see 
how they are connected to their community and 
their environment—how their actions affect others 
as well as Mother Earth. When students leave the 
campus, they learn to approach problems in an 
ethical and holistic way.

Q You often say that Swaraj is yet to be realized 
at our society’s grassroots. How do you see 

Gujarat Vidyapith playing an important role in 
achieving this Swaraj?

A When Gandhiji encouraged us to spin cotton 
and wear khadi, he was not just taking a stand 

against foreign imports; he was saying that by 
choosing to wear khadi we were contributing to the 

livelihood of millions 
of weavers. Today 

we tend to forget 
the spirit of 

khadi, the 
worldview it 
embodies, 
and the 

insight it 
provides into 
ideas of 
manual 
labour, self-

sufficiency and 
employment. 
The fact that 

these ideas are 
alive at 
Gujarat 
Vidyapith 
gives me 
hope.

Radha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

eputy collector of  Morbi, Rekhaba Sarvaiya, 42, fol-
lows a protocol of  sorts — whenever she gets trans-
ferred or changes home, she holds a meeting with her 
new colleagues and neighbours and tells them how a 
single woman can become a mother without a hus-
band, using technology!

Rekhaba belongs to the conservative Darbar com-
munity. She finds this the easier way to quell all cu-
riosity about her single parenthood and the missing 
father of  the child. Interestingly, though a govern-
ment officer, she has seldom faced any discrimination 
or stigma — an indicator that times surely have 
changed!

What has changed the most, however, is Rekhaba’s 
life. “My daughter Abhigna is my identity, she is my 
expression, my creation. God has given me somebody 
to love selflessly and who loves me selflessly,” says 
Rekhaba who confesses the innocent chatter and 
laughter of  her daughter has filled the emptiness in 
her life that may have made her miserable.

Rekhaba gave birth to Abigna in November 2011 

through IVF using a donor sperm. The 
gutsy lady chose to remain unmarried to 
look after her parents who were shattered 
after the death of  her brother, Nitivijay, 
in an accident.

“Nitivijay had jumped into water to 
save a drowning stranger but had died him-
self. This incident pushed me into a person-
al crisis. I lit my brother’s pyre, cremated him 
and vowed to fulfill his duties,” says Rekhaba 
who reiterated she is no man-hater feminist.

Rekhaba says she is lucky to have the sup-
port of  her sisters, Meeraba, and especially, 
Ushaba and brother-in-law Bakul who took 
leave every weekend to be with her during 
her pregnancy checkups.

Being a mother is a blessing, a privilege 
and a matter of  pride, says Rekhaba. 
“Abigna is only three-and-half  but she 
guages my moods and would ask me gently 
if  all is well. Pure, unadulerated love.. 
what else does a mother need?” says 
Rekhaba.

THE BLESSING OF SINGLE 

 MOTHERHOOD Padma Bhushan and Magsaysay 
award winner Ela Bhatt is often 
called the ‘gentle revolutionary’ 
Now she has entered the field of 
education as chancellor of 
Gujarat Vidyapith. She talks to 
TOI about how Gandhian 
values are still essential for 
complete Swaraj D
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PORTRAITS IN 
COURAGE

On Mother’s Day, TOI profiles women 
who have risen like a phoenix from 
the ashes to protect their children. 
These mothers sell wood, do electrical 
repairs, run a tea stall or even beg — 
all for their kids 

❙ FOUNTAIN OF 
SACRIFICES

Shardaben 
Sanodaria

symbolises the values 
of motherhood the 
world celebrates on 
Mother’s Day. The 
55-year-old woman 
today runs a 
successful firewood 
outlet in the city. She 
is also a proud mother 
— one of her three 
sons is a doctor, the 

other is an engineer, her daughter is a 
teacher while her youngest son helps her 
run her firewood business. But this is not 
how it always was. Shardaben’s world was 
shattered about two decades ago when her 
husband died leaving her alone to fend for 
her family. Left with few options, Shardaben 
took over her husband Keshabhai’s firewood 
retail shop. “It was a difficult time for the 
family but I knew that if I faltered, all would 
be lost. I ensured that none of my children 
had to do manual labour for survival. I 
pushed them to study hard instead,” said 
Shardaben. Her income was barely enough 
to for their living expenses and the 
schooling of her children. But her sacrifices 
were not wasted as her children have done 
well in life.

❙ POWERHOUSE OF LOVE

Alka Bhatt, 56, had to 
become an amateur 

electrician when her 
husband, Tushar, died of 
intestinal cancer in 1998 in 
Anand. She had no choice 
as she had two daughters 
to look after. She had 
almost no knowledge of 
electrical equipment; yet 
she took up her husband’s 

electrical goods repair business. “My daughters were nine and 13 
years old then. Without an income, we would have no future worth 
the name,” said Alkaben. With help of an assistant at the shop, she 
picked up the tricks of the trade and became adept at it.

❙ FORGIVENESS PERSONIFIED

In 2012, 90-year-old Hansaba Hemantbhai 
Makwana found herself on the street when 

her businessman son refused to let her into 
her own house in Mehsana. Hansaba’s 
husband died in 2011 leaving the property to 
her. But her son, Nayan, tried to force her to 
sell the property so he could pay his 
gambling debts. When she refused, he threw 
her out of the house and mortgaged the 
property by forging the papers. The same 
mother can be seen seeking alms on Income 
Tax Crossroads to afford treatment for her 
son who is suffering from blood cancer. “After all, a mother can’t see 
her son die in front of her eyes. I get between Rs 800 and Rs 1,000 in 
alms a day, most is spent on Nayan’s treatment,” she said.

❙ FIGHTING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Suman Darbar, 31, is an example of the courage, 
determination and resilience for which mothers are 

justly revered. Suman from Bechraji (Mehsana district) 
endured domestic violence by her alcoholic husband for 
over a decade. She finally walked out of marriage when 
she was expecting her third daughter. The mother of 
three girls came to Ahmedabad to give her children a 
better life. Suman began living in the slums near 
Akhbarnagar in Vadaj. Today, she owns a tea stall opened 
with the support of a local NGO, Pink Foundation, and is 
able to earn about Rs 100 every day.

MOTHER Noun | 1) Love; 2) Courage; 3) Forgiveness; 4) Sacrifice

‘25% first-time 
moms quit jobs 
for their kids’ 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A growing number of  highly-educated 
women in urban India are giving up their jobs temporar-
ily to become full-time mothers.

A survey by Assocham Social Development Founda-
tion, ahead of  Mother’s Day on May 10, found that 25-30%
of  the women who recently had their first child, quit
their jobs to raise their kid.

Assocham interacted with about 40 first-time moms
in each of  the 10 cities—Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Chen-
nai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Indore, Jaipur, Kolkata, Lucknow 
and Mumbai — in the age group of  25-30 years to know 
about their employment decisions post-motherhood. 
The survey was conducted during March-April this year.

“Most of  these women also said they plan to shift
their focus back on career after their kids start going
to school. However, many of  those willing to pursue
their career again after a few years of  motherhood said
they do not want to return to the same job due to fear
of  discrimination,” the survey says.

A majority of  the respondents were highly qualified
with most of  them holding Master’s Degree in various 
fields but cited conflict of  priorities as the primary rea-
son for quitting their jobs.

“In nuclear families, married women have a tough
time balancing work and childcare, especially if  they
do not get help,” said DS Rawat, secretary-general of
Assocham, while releasing the findings of  the chamber’s 
survey.

Many of  the respondents said they do not want to
miss out on their children’s growing up moments and 
have opted to work from home as this way they were 
able to do justice to both.

However, about 15-20% respondents in Bangalore,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Indore and Mumbai said they
had decided to abandon their careers to look after
their wards.

EVERY FACE HAS STORY
Yogesh Chawda

The wrinkles on her face can’t hide her determination to make her family happy and secure. 
Kaluben Dataniya, 85, show that age is no bar for hard work. Even in the blistering May heat, she can 
be seen selling water pouches on Ashram Road all day to earn some Rs 60. She has to support six 
daughters and a mentally-disabled son. Four of her daughters are widowed and dependent on 
her. Kaluben is up early and seldom takes breaks. She says: “My husband died of liver cirrhosis 40 
years ago. Since then, I’ve been selling water here. Life has always been a mixed bag.” 

Special moms’ food for thought 
Parth.Shastri

@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Home-maker 
Taral Acharya (39) leads a 
challenging life, caring for 
her 16-year-old autistic son 
Ashutosh, who has multiple 
disabilities. She knew she 
couldn’t work as her son need-
ed her home 24x7 but she need-
ed money too — if  not for her-
self, for her son.

With more similarly-placed 
mothers — who met through 
Pratyush, a Gujarat-wide group 
of  parents of  children with 
multiple disabilities which has 
its office at Blind People’s As-
sociation (BPA)— she started a 
catering service in 2012. The 

service earned a Rs 2.5 lakh 
profit last year – the major 
chunk of  which went towards 
the well-being of  their children.

“We used to get home-
cooked food which we shared 
with BPA staffers. They liked it 
and encouraged us to go profes-
sional. We started with a stall 
at BPA events serving snacks 
and the concept was a hit,” she 
said.

“It is more than food,” said 
Jyotsna Yadav, 43, a resident of  
Ranip and mother of  Nevil, 15. 
“Like almost all parents, I had 
a number of  apprehensions on 
how to raise him. We talk not 
only about recipes but also 
about managing disabilities,” 
she said.

Nalini Rawal, said her 
23-year-old deaf-blind daughter 
Juhi also helps her pack tiffins. 
“For us, the work is a stress 
buster and an opportunity to 
bond,” she said.

Daksha Joshi, 41, said that 
they take opportunities the 
business provides to create 
awareness about disabilities as 
almost all their clients know of  
their background. 

Rekhaba Sarvaiya with daughter Abhigna
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P Chinmaya 
centenary

Chinmaya Mission, 
Ahmedabad, began 
its centenary 
celebrations on 
Friday at their 
campus at Jodhpur 
Tekra. 

Blind People’s 
Association

The Abylimpics 
selection began 
on Monday last 
week. The 
national body 
conducted its 
selections at BPA.

Buddha
Purnima 

Hundreds 
gathered at 
Buddh Vihar in 
Bapunagar on 
Monday last 
week to celebrate 
Buddh Purnima. 

Siddhartha


